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by: Bartilee 'Gispert' Bannister 
#11309597 
PO Box 9000 
Wilsonvitle. OR 97070 



A tenacious woman possesses the will to make no 
compromise with wrong. She cannot be bought off 
to remain silent when faced with injustices. She 
does not hesitate to take chances, and she is not 
ashamed or afraid to stand up for the truth when it is 
unpopular. She does not lose her individuality in a 
crowd of faces, and she never quits because others 
disagree with her. She knows that her choices in 
life obligate no one but her, and she learns from her 
mistakes. She grows by her own efforts to succeed, 
and she is proud to stand alone knowing that she is 
a woman. 



Are you a tenacious woman? 

Tolerating injustice is an invitation to be enslaved. 

Faith is holding on to the truth in a world of deception. 

Success is never the problem; it's what one succeeds at that 

can be a problem. 

Progress is to be encouraged and respected, even if it is slow. 

The more aware you are, the less you can be brainwashed. 

Dedication and choice destroys obstacles. 



f EARlEf * f EMALE 

Catherine Booth and her husband William founded 
the Salvation Army. However, it is her lesser-known 
stand on women's rights that touches my heart. In 
1 800, her son Bramwell discovered the celling of 
English girls for slavery and prostitution. Some were 
drawn to the promise of life in London while others 
were sold by their parents. They were chloroformed, 
raped, used and, soon after, sent to Berlin, Rome 
and Paris. Some were as young as thirteen. The truly 
sick loophole in justice is that the perpetuators were 
protected by saw since a girl aged thirteen or 
younger could not take an oath or testify. 

Catherine campaigned lo raise the age of consent in 
England. She spoke at gatherings and rallied to 
seek support from Queen Victoria. In twenty-one 
days, the Booths had gathered over 400,000 
signatures — 2 Vi miles of names— demanding the 
change in law. Eventually a law was passed and the 
age of consent is now 1 6. 



Melatiie Schmidt •WOZZ 21 
Cofft* cieek correctional facility 
P0 Box 9000 
Wilsorwiiic, or 97070 




We at "Tenacious' strongly believe that everyone 
has a story to tell, something to share and are in 
need of someone who wiff listen and offer some 
kind of support and /or understanding. This line 
is about the freedom and power of speech and 
overcoming difficult times and remaining true to 
yourself, speaking up for your own and others* 
righ ts. 

We encourage women to share with us and others 
in the hopes of educating those in society and to 
empower other women to take a stand for their 
rights and the rights of others. Use the power of 
your voice in a positive way —to educate. 



SEND ART AND WRITINGS TO: 

V. Law 

PO Box 20388 

Tompkins Sauare Station 

New York, NY looog 

Spring deadline. 21 March 2003 
Summer deadinei 21 June 2003 



TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THIS ZINE OR A BACK 

ISSUE-. 

send $2 in well-concealed cash or stamps to; 

Black Star Publishing 
1414 Lincoln Place 
Brooklyn, NY 11213 

"Tenacious* is free to women in prison 



A Letter to My Sisters Beyond: 

Words, Love, & Endurance Flows only 

from the heart within- 

by Rhonda Leland 

Being a mother is my heart's desire and practically all I 
know. At fifteen I had a son. I never imagined life without 
him. I planned, I loved, I dreamed... You may have 
spotted me a time or two. Possibly on my way home from 
work, two children in tow and one on my hip, stopping off at 
the grocery store for a few things. I was the one with the 
shining eyes, although tired. My life I would never trade. 

Eleven years I spent singing along to Baby Balluga. A 
single mom? No husband? Oh, my husband went away. 
Married my best friend, I quietly took my children away. 

I struggled, I cried, faced heartache and pain. I turned 
to family. Then to friends. Help? No, they were too busy. 
Yes, I turned to drinking and drugs. A product of my 
childhood environment, some would say. Ashamed? No, 
valuable lessons were learned along the way. 

I fought to go home. A deal, ten years if I agree. But I 
believed injustice and would fight to see it free me. I had only 
one choice. My children knew no other arms to hold them 
when they hurt, no other voice to soothe their minds, no other 
parent in which to believe. 

Twenty years + life is what the courts gave me: a first 
time offender and no one was hurt. Until the first year of 
prison, when I lost my faith, I walked on the verge of 
sanity, praying day after day if there is a God he would keep 
my children safe. 



Cover art by Gretchen Schumacher, #6732990 
Coffee Creek Correctional Facility 
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